
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

armest greetings to all! I wish 
to congratulate the editorial 
staff headed by our new    

Editor, Fellow Marilou Sembrano, for 
coming up with another  issue of the 
Tambuli. Thanks for a wonderful job.
  

     It is so beautiful and relaxing to 
watch the numerous fish on the  
Tambuliôs front page. They all seem 
to be heading towards one direction. 
They seem to be active and         
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  r e a ch  t h e i r             
destination. How I wish we too are all 
active and unified and determined to 
reach our goal ï to keep the Academy 
alive and ever concerned with our 
mission. Actually, this photo was 
taken by our avid scuba diver, Fellow 
Armin Segarra, who is always willing 
to challenge anyone to go deep sea 
diving here in our nature -enriched 
country.  

     Looking at the profile of our          
organization, perhaps you will agree 
with me that the Academy has yet to 
grow and develop into a much 
stronger  organization. We definitely 
need more and more young,        
aggressive members who are truly 
willing to work for the good of the 
Academy. Are we being too idealistic? 
I do not think so. The fact is, if we 
want a strong, vivacious organization, 
we simply have to work! And we all 
know that in any non -prof it          
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  n o             
compensation for the work done. Yes, 
it is a thankless job but thankless as it 
may seem, isnôt it consoling and     
gratifying to see our accomplishments 
for the good of the Academy? Let us 
continue to uphold what our      
predecessors had  envisioned for the 
Academy. Our role as academicians is 
to elevate the standard of the dental 
profession for the benefit of our  
countrymen. 

     Along with this objective, 
we have    endeavored to reach 
out, sharing knowledge to    
distant parts of our country as 
far north as Baguio and as far 
south as Davao including their 
surrounding provinces. Thanks 
to our lecturers - our very own 
fellows and active members, 
who selflessly shared their   
expertise. In doing so, we may 
not realize it but     ADI -RP 
Section has been   gaining  
exposure; it has   gradually 
been earning its  identity. Of 
course there is a lot more to 
accomplish,       particularly in 
the field of    research, which 
n a t u r a l l y                             
needs a lot of funding.                                  
Hopefully, in the next term, this       
particular area can be realized.  
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A NG TA M BU LI  

(from left) Regent Diampo J. Lim, Fellow Elaine Margaret P. Del 

Rosario, Fellow Angela C. Centeno, Fellow Romeo N. Jacob, Jr., 

President Ermelinda S. Galang, President-Elect Irma L. Parajas, and 

Fellow Brenda S. Dey 

Registration Committee  

(from left) Fellow Cecilia P. Ramos, Fellow 

Iluminada L. Viloria, Active Member Farina 

A. Vida, Active Member Marie Antoniette R. 

Veluz and Fellow Marilyn A. Leung 
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ADI CONQUERS THE NORTH   

By Fellow Michelle C. Sunico  

t was the Academyôs first out of 

town venture in a long time and   

everybody was excited. Coupled 

with the excitement was anxiety 

and worry as our seminar aptly titled 

ñA Step Ahead in the Dental Practiceò, 

a  multi -specialty seminar, was held 

on the same date as the PDA    

Northern Luzon Regional Convention 

in Pangasinan. As if this was not 

enough, a super typhoon was    

brewing and was threatening to hit 

Baguio the day of the seminar. 

 So armed with a firm resolve 

and confidence bolstered by 40            

pre-registered participants, most of 

the organizing committee members 

headed by President Fellow Ermelinda 

S. Galang and the lecturers went to  

 



The Indefatigable Team  

(foreground, from left) Fellow Cecilia P. Ramos, Fellow Marilyn A. Leung, Fellow Brenda 

S. Dey, Fellow Michelle C. Sunico, President Ermelinda S. Galang, Regent Diampo J. Lim, 

and President-Elect Irma L. Parajas 

(background, from left) Fellow Iluminada L. Viloria, Fellow Isabel G. Campos-Bustos, 

Active Member Farina A. Vida, Fellow Armin G. Segarra, and Active Member Marie 

Antoniette R. Veluz 
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Baguio the night before the seminar. 

The Seminar began with an          

invocation by Fellow Aida H. Salcedo 

and a very inspiring welcome      

message by ADI President Ermelinda 

S. Galang. The Faculty of Dentistry of 

the University of Baguio, our        

collaborative partner in this          

endeavour, headed by Dean Veronica 

Garcia, was also in full force as     

several faculty members attended the 

seminar. They also allowed us to use 

the venue, FGB Hall, free of charge.  

 The first lecture was on 

ñCommon Oral Conditions in the   

Gingivaò by Fellow Vivian Virata    

followed by a lecture on ñTrouble 

Shooting      Common (and not so 

common)   Problems in Composite 

Restorations by Fellow Michelle C. 

Sunico.  

 Fellow Armin Segarra closed 

the first day of the seminar with a 

lecture on ñA New Approach to Crown 

and Bridge Treatment: The Fiber       

Reinforced Restorationò. Fellow    

Isabel Campos-Bustos ably         

moderated the scientific sessions. At 

the end of the first day, all 71      

participants were very satisfied and a 

lengthy but cheerful picture -taking 

session with Fellow Ida Viloria gamely 

taking the role of unofficial          

photographer, capped the day.  

 The second day of the    

seminar was opened by Fellow     

Romeo N. Jacob who talked about 

ñThe Perfect Space Maintainerò and 

was followed by an orthodontic topic, 

ñUse of Extra-oral Appliances in Class 

III Malocclusion in Pre-Adolescenceò 

by Fellow Angela C. Centeno.   The 

seminar was closed by Fellow Elaine 

P. del Rosarioôs lecture ñAn Endless 

Journey in   Endodonticsò. 

 Despite seemingly           

insurmountable odds at the            

beginning of the    seminar, ADI 

forged ahead and was able to      

deliver a very successful continuing 

education seminar, with participants 

rating the speakers as all ñvery 

goodò.  After the seminar, the group 

had a sumptuous dinner and 

ñbondingò time to celebrate the    

successful event. 

 The Baguio seminar is a clear     

testament that when good people 

join hands towards a     common 

goal, not even super    typhoons or 

Regional Conventions can stop them.  

 We would like to thank the  

support of Regent Diampo J. Lim,    

Vice-Regent  Natividad C. Gervasio,   

Fellow Irma L. Parajas who was the 

head of the Continuing Dental         

Education Committee, 

and Membership Committtee Chairman, 

Fellow Aida H. Salcedo who all braved 

the storm to join us in Baguio.  

 Most of all, the seminar would 

not have been that successful without 

the hard working fellows who manned 

the    Registration table, our very     

dependable Treasurer, Fellow Marilyn A. 

Leung,  Assistant Secretary Fellow    

Cecilia P. Ramos, Fellow Ida L. Viloria, 

and Active Members Dr. Antoniette R. 

Veluz and Dr. Farina A. Vida.     



he 3rd quarterly meeting and Christmas party was held 

in Alex III Restaurant in San Juan on November 28, 

2007. Mr. Arun Gogna, a lay preacher,  gave an        

inspirational talk entitled ñYou are a Starò where he            

emphasized the   importance of seeing oneôs self as ñBIGò and 

as a ñSTARò. He mentioned the necessity of loving ourselves 

because it is the key to loving others. He 

adds that we are also òBIGò in the eyes of 

God as He loves us unconditionally. Mr. 

Gognaôs talk was followed by a Christmas 

party where the food was so good, there 

was hardly any room for dessert! The games brought out the 

child in everyone. More surprises awaited the participants as 

gifts were raffled off. Because of the generosity of donors and 

sponsors, each participant was able to bring home more than 

just one gift. It was truly a joyous and fun -filled evening that 

rightfully marked off the start of 

the Christmas season! 

 Awarding of Certificate and Token of Appreciation  
(from left, Regent Diampo J. Lim, Mr. Arun Gogna, President Ermelinda 

S. Galang, and President-Elect Irma L. Parajas 
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A NG TA M BU LI  

December celebrant Fellow Lucina E. Goitia, 

President, 1999-2001 (center) with  Fellow 

Aida H. Salcedo (left) and Regent Diampo J. 

Lim (right)  
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